	Technical Coordinator 


Job Title

Technical Coordinator, Malaria and Leishmaniasis Control 
Location

Based in Kabul, Afghanistan

At least 30% of the time in the field, some time spent visiting other regions

Contract Date

Starting as soon as possible

Reports to

HealthNet Program Manager (HPM) in Afghanistan
Responsible for

All technical staff in HealthNet International (HNI) Afghanistan field offices in the Central Region

 
1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION
This job opening represents a unique and exciting opportunity to join one of the leading health sector NGOs in Afghanistan working in a post of significant responsibility. The candidate will join a dynamic team of local and expatriate staff, implementing a large malaria and leishmaniasis control program (MLCP). S/he will have responsibilities for the program in the Central Region of Afghanistan, which is implemented by HNI technical staff and through implementing partners across the country. S/he will also work in close collaboration with the other Technical Coordinators in the North/Northeastern and East/Southern regions.


2. CORE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

· Responsible for all technical MLCP issues related to the Central Region;

· Discuss main technical points with other MLCP Technical Coordinators on a regular basis;

· Runs day-to-day activities of the MLCP in the field, including routine activities (e.g. supervision of diagnosis and treatment of malaria and leishmaniasis; design, implement and analyze disease prevalence surveys; develop training guidelines and manage training workshops; develop a disease-specific health education strategy and manage its implementation); 

· Manages and supervises national MLCP technical staff, specifically in the Central Region, spending at least 30% of the time in the field;

· Manages and supervises operational research activities implemented within the MLCP;

· Ensures the regular communication between regional offices and the HNI main office in Kabul;

· Interacts with technical staff in MLCP for strategic planning and development of proposals;

· Assists the HPM in writing of activity reports and other official documents;

· Participates in recruitment of national technical and non-technical staff;
· Represents HNI at central and regional levels with Ministry of Health, donors and other stakeholders as requested.
3. PROFILE

· Public health education or epidemiological background and experience (MPH or equivalent)

· At least 3 years working experience with the implementation of a vertical communicable/infectious disease control program programmes preferably in leishmaniasis or malaria
· Previous NGO experience in developing and/or post-conflict countries

       Very good team management and communication skills

       Fluency in English

       Very good computer skills required (MS Office)

4. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

· Kolaczinski J et al (2005) Malaria control in Afghanistan: progress and challenges. Lancet 365(9460), published online February 1, 2005.
· Reithinger R (2003) Anthroponotic cutaneous leishmaniasis, Kabul, Afghanistan. Emerging Infectious Diseases 9(6): 727-9. 

· Rowland M et al (2002) Prevention of malaria in Afghanistan through social marketing of insecticide-treated nets: evaluation of coverage and effectiveness by cross-sectional surveys and passive surveillance. Tropical Medicine International Health 7(10): 813-22.
5. TERMS AND CONDITIONS

The initial contract will be until the December 2005, with the option to extend based on continued donor funding. The position is a non-dependent posting. Salary and terms of conditions: Competitive salary package, including housing and living allowances and attractive benefits. Terms and conditions as specified in the conditions of employment of field personnel.

For more information please email our HRM department at HealthNet International [hrm@hni.nl] or Richard Reithinger [rreithinger@yahoo.co.uk]. For more information on our organisation, please check our website: www.healthnetinternational.org.


Please send your CV and letter to hrm@hni.nl. The position will remain open until filled.
